The Massachusetts General Hospital experience.
This article provides an overview of lung transplantation, including a brief history of this relatively new procedure. The importance of patient selection and evaluation to the eventual outcome is presented, as well as donor and recipient criteria. A review of operative technique is followed by a discussion of a new approach to meeting the critical organ shortage, living related lobe donation. Lung transplantation continues to prove itself as a viable treatment option for patients with end-stage pulmonary disease.